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1. E ployees are not to engage in text messaging while driving in performance of
Feder I business or while using Federal equipment, in accordance with the President's
Exec ive Order 13513. Executive Order 13513, Federal Leadership on Reducing Text
Mess ging While Driving, prohibits the use of text messaging while driving on official
busin ss or while using Government supplied equipment. Drivers have become
distra ted by text messaging while behind the yvheel resulting in crashes. Text
mess ging causes drivers to take their eyes off the road and at least one hand off the
steeri g wheel, endangering both themselves and others around them.

2. A I mited number of employees will need and receive approval to text and drive
beca se of their job duties. These job duties involve protective law enforcement,
natio al security, and/or emergency response. Employees approved to text and drive
shoul use the utmost discretion when text messaging while in the performance of such
appro ed official duties.

3. Fr1 quentlY Asked Questions on Executive Order 13513, provided by the U.S
Depa ment of Transportation, are attached to this Information Letter for further
clarifi ation.

4. V~ Directive 7700, Occupational Safety and Health, recognizes the responsibility for
imple entation of Occupational Safety and Health (OSH) requirements contained in
Fede allaws, regulations, executive orders, accreditation organizations, VA directives
and I bor-management OSH agreements.

5. ai estions regarding this Information Letter may be referred to Frank Denny,
Direc or, Office of Occupational Safety and Health, at (202) 461-5021.
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Attachments

John U. Sepulveda


